How are we to live as followers of Jesus?
It started off with just one command from God about how to live in relationship with God.
Gen 2:16–17
And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”
But we could not keep even that one, so there became a multitude of commandments and ordinances which we had to keep. 
 If you read Leviticus, you too could be overwhelmed by how many things the Israelites could or could not do.
The Torah contains 613 commandments, known as mitzvot, comprising 248 positive and 365 negative commandments.
And we could not keep them either.
Jesus said in John 7:19 “Did not Moses give you the Law, and yet none of you carries out the Law?”
Living for Christ does not have to be that difficult.
Today, I want to give you a manageable-sized list of behaviours.
It is a list of 5, and we have 5 fingers, so they should be able to be remembered.
It is from an address by Moses to the people of Israel in Deuteronomy 10:12-15
12 So now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you? Only to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to keep the commandments of the LORD your God and his decrees that I am commanding you today, for your own well-being 14 Although heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to the LORD your God, the earth with all that is in it, 15 yet the LORD set his heart in love on your ancestors alone and chose you, their descendants after them, out of all the peoples, as it is today.
I want to focus today on those requirements in these verses about the way we live our lives in following Jesus.
The question posed by Moses to the people was “What does the Lord your God ask of you?” He followed it up with an answer that summarises the essence of the law as we find it in the book of Deuteronomy. 
It involves five fundamental attitudes or actions: fearing the Lord, walking in accordance with his will, loving him, serving him, and observing his commands and decrees (10:12b–13). 
These commands are all interrelated. We can see that interrelationship in subsequent books of the Bible where verses include multiple combinations of this address.

These criteria for living in God must not be taken casually. This is an everlasting covenant between God and us. 
Our response to his love for us must be gratitude and love.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Nyirenda, M. Deuteronomy. In Africa Bible Commentary (Second Edition, p. 260). ] 

He does not want us to give lip-service to God but show an actual changed behaviour.
What God requires is not mere observance of rituals and regulations but a transformed life that is the fruit of a transformed heart. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid] 

Jesus was scathing about the actions of the Pharisees, who should have been the keepers of the law
Matthew 23:23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have practiced without neglecting the others. 24 You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel! …27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which on the outside look beautiful, but inside they are full of the bones of the dead and of all kinds of filth.
Just as the Lord demonstrates his love in his practical deeds, so we must do the same. We must not love in word only either. The covenant requirements are very explicit: And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees (10:12–13).
The Lord expects us to express our love for Him and our commitment to His covenant in several ways. 
People will know that we love God because we outwork these criteria: reverential worship (fear), holy living (walk in all his ways), willing obedience (observe the LORD’s commands), active service (serve) and wholehearted devotion (with all your heart and with all your soul).[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Brown, R. The Message of Deuteronomy: Not by Bread Alone (J. A. Motyer & D. Tidball, Eds.; p. 138). ] 

We are told similarly in Joshua 22:5 and other places
Take good care to observe the commandment and instruction that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to keep his commandments, and to hold fast to him, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.”
I want to break down those 5 Deuteronomic characteristics of our life in Christ.
· fear the LORD your God, 
· to walk in all his ways, 
· to love him, 
· to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 
· and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees 



These covenant obligations are not tyrannical rules or oppressive regulations, designed for God’s pleasure but human pain. They have all been planned for our good (10:13). God is no killjoy. He wants us to live long (11:9), to eat and be satisfied (11:15), to be happy and secure in the land he has prepared for us.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Brown] 

There are echoes of these commandments in the later writings of the prophet Micah
 Micah 6:8   He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you     but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
The commandments in Deuteronomy are to encourage us in our journey with Christ.
1 Fear of the Lord
The “fear of the Lord” refers to a profound reverence, awe, and respect for God, recognising His power, holiness, and authority, which motivates obedience, wisdom, and devotion.
Fear of God was more than a natural apprehension of danger; it is an acute feeling of personal insufficiency in the presence of God the Almighty.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Tozer, A W The Knowledge of the Holy 92] 

As Eugene Peterson writes: The moment we find ourselves unexpectedly in the presence of the sacred, our first response is to stop in silence. We do nothing. We say nothing. We fear to trespass inadvertently; we are afraid of saying something inappropriate. Plunged into mystery we become still, we fall silent, all our senses alert. This is the fear of the Lord.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Eugene Petersen Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places.  41] 

The Bible tells us that the fear of Yahweh is the “beginning of wisdom” 
Psalm 111:10    The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever. 
Proverbs 1:7      The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
and motivates us to turn away from evil (Proverbs 16:6 by the fear of the LORD one avoids evil.) 
We must fear the Lord our God. We must adore his majesty, acknowledge his authority, stand in awe of his power, and dread his wrath.
Yes, Jesus is our friend and our brother, but he is also God Almighty, and we should never lose sight of the awe and majesty and otherness of God.
2 to walk in all his ways, 
We are called to walk in his ways.  What would Jesus do? What has Jesus shown us in scripture about the way we conduct ourselves? Do we walk in his ways, or forge our own path?
Brother Lawrence wrote: Let us think often that our only business in this life is to please God; that all besides is perhaps but folly and vanity.

Deut. 30:15–16 NIV “See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess”.
And in 1 Kings 2:3  keep the charge of the Lord your God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his ordinances, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, so that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn.
The result of such behaviour is identified in Psalm 128:1 Happy is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks in his ways.
3 to love him, 
God’s love for his people is the foundation of the covenant. Although the initiative is with God, there are two parties to the agreement. We must respond to God’s love by loving him in return. Just as the Lord demonstrates his love in his practical deeds, so we must do the same.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Brown, R. (1993). The Message of Deuteronomy: Not by Bread Alone (J. A. Motyer & D. Tidball, Eds.; pp. 137–138). Inter-Varsity Press.] 

Mark 12:30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’
In Deuteronomy, loving God and fearing God stand side by side in a complementary relationship (Deuteronomy 6:1–5; 10:12). That should be the case in the life of the Christian as well. While perfect love might indeed cast out all fear (1 John 4:18), most Christians’ relationship with God will involve elements of both love and fear from time to time (2 Cor 5:11; 1 Pet 2:17). Such fear is not a paralyzing terror or anxiousness that drives us away from God, but a healthy respect for God’s power and a recognition of His sovereignty.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Tomasino, A. (2016). Esther (p. 326)] 

Jesus further summarised the Law down to two acts of love:  love the Lord your God and love your neighbour as you love yourself.
It cannot get any simpler than that.
4,	to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 
1 Sam 12:24 Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart; for consider what great things he has done for you.
Charles Spurgeon wrote: One of the greatest rewards that we ever receive for serving God is the permission to do still more for Him…I long for nothing more earnestly than to serve God with all my might.
Rom 12:11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.
No life can surpass that of a man who quietly continues to serve God in the place where providence has placed him. (Spurgeon)
Luke 1:74–75 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
5.and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees 
Deuteronomy 11:1 You shall love the Lord your God, therefore, and keep his charge, his decrees, his ordinances, and his commandments always.
We are not talking here of the 613 commandments in the Torah, because Jesus simplified them to just two
Mark 12:30-31 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’[b] There is no commandment greater than these.”
As Philip Yancey paraphrases these words:
My Kingdom is not of this world, so therefore go and fulfil the two greatest commandments, to love God and to love your neighbour as yourself, and in so doing point the way to that kingdom.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Philip Yancey Rumours of another world 227] 

1 John 5:3 For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome,
And they are not burdensome because they become part of us.
God, through the prophet Jeremiah, contrasted the covenant engraved on stone tablets at Horeb with a new covenant that is written on human hearts (Jer 31:31–34). 
Jeremiah 31:31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
Those 5 fingers of commandments are written on our hearts, and we are told from the wellspring of our heart comes our actions.
Matthew 12:34 “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person brings good things out of a good treasure.”
Proverbs 4:23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life.
Five fingers
· fear the LORD your God, 
· to walk in all his ways, 
· to love him, 
· to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 
· and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees 




