We discuss the theme of sacrifice as the culmination of a vision statement. We emphasise that sacrifice involves giving up something valued for a greater purpose, exemplified by Jesus Christ, the ultimate sacrifice. We connect key qualities—resilience, strength, contentment, and overcoming weariness—to Jesus, illustrating how He demonstrated steadfastness, authoritative power, contentment in His relationship with the Father, and reliance on divine strength. It concludes that to follow Jesus is to embrace sacrifice, urging believers to emulate His example and recognize their calling to do the same.

Tunajadili mada ya dhabihu kama kilele cha taarifa ya maono. Tunasisitiza kwamba dhabihu inahusisha kuacha kitu kinachothaminiwa kwa kusudi kubwa zaidi, lililoonyeshwa na Yesu Kristo, dhabihu ya mwisho. Tunaunganisha sifa muhimu—uthabiti, nguvu, kuridhika, na kushinda uchovu—kwa Yesu, akionyesha jinsi alivyoonyesha uthabiti, nguvu za mamlaka, kuridhika katika uhusiano Wake na Baba, na kutegemea nguvu za kimungu. Inahitimisha kuwa kumfuata Yesu ni kukumbatia dhabihu, kuwahimiza waumini kuiga mfano wake na kutambua wito wao wa kufanya vivyo hivyo.





Sacrifice
Today, we look at the last word in our vision statement for this year.
Remember the statement?
From the internal work of resilience, strength building, contentment, and working against weariness comes the external work of sacrifice.
Sacrifice is an act of giving up something valued for the sake of something else regarded as more important or worthy.
When we think of sacrifice, we think of Jesus, our ultimate sacrifice. But I have come to realise that all of the words in our vision statement apply to Jesus.
1. Another name for resilience is steadfastness.
The character of Jesus exemplified the quality of steadfastness. He praised it in others: John the Baptist, who was no reed shaken with the wind; Simon, whom He surnamed the rock-like man. His whole ministry, which began with victory in the Temptation, had behind it the force of steady and resolute purpose. 
‘He steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem’ (Lk 9:51) serves as a description of the way in which He held straight on to His preconceived and predetermined goal.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dictionary of the Bible, 459] 

In relation to strength: 
In the NT, strength is primarily used to display Jesus Christ’s rule, authority, and power over all creation. His strength is demonstrated through teaching with authoritative power, performing miracles, healing all who come to him, casting out demons, commanding the forces of nature, and raising people from the dead. The working of God’s mighty strength through Christ is given through the Holy Spirit.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Faro, I. S. “Strength” In Lexham Theological Wordbook] 

In relation to contentment:
We have discussed being content in the knowledge of who we were. 
Jesus knew who he was: John 10:30 The Father and I are one.”
John 17:21 As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
He did not need to strive to be someone he was not. He was content in the knowledge of his relationship with the Father.
4,	In relation to weariness:
We learned that it is when we strive to do things in our own strength that is when we become weary


Jesus could say:
Jn 8:28–29 I do nothing on my own, but I speak these things as the Father instructed me. 29 And the one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what is pleasing to him.
So, we come to today and the topic of sacrifice.
We know that Christ died for our sins and through his death and resurrection, that death is defeated. It is by his sacrifice that we are saved.
Eph 5:2 Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Heb 10:12–14 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” 13 and since then has been waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.
Let us now turn to ourselves, because Jesus embodied all that our vision statement covers, and we are told to emulate him.
John 15:20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.
If Jesus became a sacrifice, so will we.
1 Pe 2:21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
Following Jesus means sacrifice.
One writer tells us that all the calls of the gospel are calls to hardship, to sacrifice, to battle. Christ would have no men follow him under the delusion that he was going to have an easy time of it. (JD Jones) [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Warren Wiersbe 50 People Every Christian Should Know 289] 

We are called to sacrifice.
We need to think about Romans 12:1
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
What is a living sacrifice?
A sacrifice is an offering made to God as an atonement for sin, or any offering made to him and his service as an expression of thanksgiving or homage. It implies that he who offers it presents it entirely, releases all claim or right to it, and leaves it to be disposed of for the honour of God.
The Jew offered him animal sacrifices, killed them, and presented them dead. They could not be presented again. 
But in Christianity, we are to present ourselves with all our living, vital energies. Christianity does not require a service of death or inactivity. It demands vigorous and active powers in the service of God the Saviour. [footnoteRef:4] [4:  Barnes, A. Notes on the New Testament: Romans. 263–264] 

Sacrifice is not a one-off event, but continuous as we serve God.
Since Jesus has made the once-and-for-all sacrifice for sin, we no longer need to bring God sacrifices of bread and animals. But what we can give him is a living sacrifice—a life offered up for his service.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Ryken, P. G., & Hughes, R. K. Exodus: saved for God’s glory (p. 762). ] 

God's way is by the surrender of self on the altar of sacrifice. Calvary is God's way. [footnoteRef:6] [6:  Samuel Chadwick The Way To Pentecost 62] 

Victory is won through sacrifice[footnoteRef:7].   [7:  Marva Dawn Joy in our Weakness:  105] 

It is said the church grows through the blood of the martyrs. We see this in the underground church in China and in many parts of the world where people are persecuted for their faith in Jesus, yet the church grows.
We may not in NZ be liable for death, loss of family, loss of income, or governmental persecution or from other religions but we ned to consider in light of where we are, what sacrifice looks like here
What does sacrifice look like for us in this place where we are not persecuted for our faith? And why is God highlighting this for us in the year 2026?
Sacrifice is counterculture. Following the example of Jesus, we are called to practice sacrificial love towards others. This means being willing to put the needs and interests of others before our own. Sacrificial love is characterised by humility, kindness, and forgiveness, as well as a willingness to serve and make sacrifices for the well-being of others.
For something to be a sacrifice, it must cost us something.
For the Jews, it was the best lamb of their flock, unblemished, the best breeding stock. And, so it is with us. We give the best of ourselves to God
Giving out of our excess is not sacrificial giving.
If in our giving, we must miss out on some pleasure, then that is a sacrifice.
The world says we need more and more but Christ is calling us to give and give. Not just money, but time, talents and prayers.
I am going to talk a bit about Karlene and me, not to make ourselves look important, but to give an idea of how each person can make sacrifices.
We have chooks. It costs a lot to feed the chooks – 3 x 20kg bags of chook food a month, and all the eggs they produce we give away. We do that to love and bless our church family, but it costs us financially, and we are willing to do that.
Karlene and I tithe. That is, we give a portion of our income to the church. Does it cost? Yes, that portion is not available for overseas holidays, paying off our mortgage faster or other pleasures that non-Christians seek after. Are we upset about that?  No, because we honour God in our sacrifice.
I left a well-paying management job in the Police to become a pastor with far less remuneration because I was called by God to go down that path. My non-Christian friends and work colleagues thought I was mad. But that was the sacrifice I willingly made to serve God.
I think of Shane and Sarah Auld, who are sports chaplains down here. They rely on generous donors to provide their income to live on. But that is the call on their lives.
I think of others who sacrifice their time to honour and serve God – chaplains in schools, ministry leaders in the church, workers in para-church organisations.
The world says it is all about my pleasure, it is about hedonism – about doing what I want and what feels good for me. 
But we, as followers of Jesus, are called to sacrifice our own agenda and do what God wants us to do.
There is a cost to following Jesus.
Spiritual maturity is often measured by our willingness to set aside our own desires for the sake of the kingdom or for the benefit of others.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Rick Joyner The Final Quest 73] 

I found this clip from Bishop Mar Mari Emmanuel, an Assyrian Australian Christian cleric in the Eastern Syriac tradition, about this living sacrifice call.
[Video]
	

