Righteousness 
We know that we have hope in Christ. 
1 Peter 1:3-6: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

I want us to consider today how we live out that hope and how we live out that call from God.  
The key word for this is Righteousness.
My theme for today is living a righteous life.

Righteousness means conformity to God’s standards. It is about our behaviour but it is also more than that, it is about our being – being in Christ.
To be righteous is to be faithful to the law of God and therefore to treat our brother and sister Christians with justice 

The church is to be a community of followers of Jesus reflecting God's passion for righteousness, justice, and mercy. When we are that holy community, we make an impact on any unholy world, no matter how desperate the circumstances.



Repeat underlined bit.

Throughout Judaeo-Christian scriptures, we find 2 dominant ideas: God is righteous and his people are required to be righteous in their behaviour.

The covenant people of God (i.e. Israel) were called to live righteously, that is, they were called to live in conformity to the demands of the covenant and according to God's Laws.
They were to behave as the people of God that they had been singled out to be. And they were aided in this by external rules to abide by.

Proverbs 7:2 KJV: Keep my commands and you will live; guard my teachings as the apple of your eye.
Deuteronomy 30:16 I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that you may live and multiply, and that the Lord your God may bless you in the land where you are entering to possess it.

The problem with trying to keep the commandments and Law is that we cannot do it in our own strength, and nor could the Israelites. They failed repeatedly and so do we.
God knows that we fail in that regard, so he sent the Holy Spirit and it is through the Holy Spirit that we can attain a level of righteousness.

Samuel Chadwick, the great Pentecostal preacher from last century: It is by the power of the spirit there comes conviction of sin, righteousness, and judgement.
 

Romans 14:17, it says ‘The Kingdom of God is not a matter of eating or drinking, but righteousness, joy and peace in the Holy Spirit’. 
The kingdom of God is a matter of values, qualities of character and authority against Satan and sin.

Even in the law bound OT, we hear the prophets speaking of righteousness outside of adhering to the letter of the Law.

Isaiah 1:16-17 for example says: 

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. 
Hosea, the prophet, ties righteousness with mercy, loving kindness, and justice (10:12)

12
Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground; for it is time to seek the Lord, that he may come and rain righteousness upon you. 
And the prophet Micah does similarly (Micah 6:8)

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

In other words, the righteousness required of God’s people speaks of moral behaviour conforming to God’s will.
I want to start by looking at what Jesus expected as the righteous behaviour for those who follow him.  After all, we are his followers, so we need to know this.

Jesus goes beyond the OT standard for righteousness of obeying God’s written word by a set list of rules and he describes as righteous as those who obey his own teachings.  
Jesus says obey the word of God and obey me.  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind and love your neighbour as yourself.

In this statement, the negatively phrased 10 commandments (do nots) are turned upside down and framed positively and are also not restricted to a list of things to do.

Nothing specific there. Big picture stuff. Put what you do though the sieve of these commands from Jesus and you will do righteous acts.
No “do nots” but keep the loving God loving people forefront and there will no need for a list of do’s and do not’s because we will put all we do through the filter of love.
Think of Jesus talking to the Pharisees who were so diligent in keeping the letter of the law that they did not see the reason for their ‘righteousness”. He was scathing in his condemnation of those people – keeping the letter of the law without the intent of the Law.

Matthew 23:23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.

Let us segue from the figure of Jesus and hear what the one who prepared the way for Jesus – John the Baptist – said about righteousness.  
John’s essential message was a call for righteous behaviour which showed itself in repentance, mercy and the pursuit of justice. 
In Luke 3:11-14 he said:
11 … “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation and be satisfied with your wages.” 
The righteousness he expected was not just words but actions. He expected righteous behaviour not just lip service.
Jesus too expects his followers to be righteous in their conduct.
In the famous Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:6,10) he speaks of this righteous conduct:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons[a] of God.

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Jesus clearly expects his followers to do God’s will (Matthew 7:12) 
12 “In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets. 

In Matthew 24-27 he used a parable to explain what he expected:
24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. 25 The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. 26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!” 
In Matthew 25:37-40 he expects his followers to pursue justice 
37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 

So, for Jesus, righteousness is not an outward conformity to the law or an appeal to ritual observances.  Righteousness for him was the necessary fruit of commitment to Jesus as Messiah and Lord – a sign of a changed existence.
For Jesus, the pursuit of righteousness is obeying God’s will in all its aspects (personal, social, communal) and is to be the main priority of his followers.

Matthew 6:33

33 But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.


In the Gospels righteousness as a quality of living is intimately related to the acceptance and membership into the kingdom of God and is only possible because God has come to his people as their Redeemer.

According to Jesus, only those who are righteous are finally acceptable to God.

However, Scripture says we cannot be righteous without God’s input – we cannot try to act in God’s name without being connected to him – think of the 7 sons of Sceva.

Acts 19:13–16 (NRSV)

13 Then some itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to use the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 15 But the evil spirit said to them in reply, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” 16 Then the man with the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered them all, and so overpowered them that they fled out of the house naked and wounded.
Charles Stanley asks: If I could produce righteousness on my own, why did Christ need to die for me? The truth is, on my own I can't produce one ounce of righteousness, neither before nor after salvation. 

In Romans 3:10ff it says

“There is no one who is righteous, not even one. There is no one who has understanding, there is no one who seeks God. All have turned aside, together they have become worthless; there is no one who shows kindness, there is not even one.” 
We will never reach the level of righteousness expected here on earth, but it is still vital that we are running in the right direction, and that direction is towards Christ.
 
Righteousness is a work in progress and not an absolute or categorical state.
 
Ultimately only Christ is righteous, and we have received his imputed righteousness. It means his right standing or right positioning has been credited to us.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JpRMgajUesM
Today I want us to go away from here with a clear understanding of one thing:  even though Jesus has taken our sins upon himself, there is an expectation of a standard of righteous behaviour, a standard of being which signifies that we are followers of Jesus.  
This expectation is not a man-made list of “do’s and don’ts”, but standards expected of us by God through his son Jesus Christ and laid out in the teachings of the Bible.

As Eugene Peterson writes in the Message paraphrase of the Bible (Philippians 3:9): I didn’t want some petty, inferior brand of righteousness that comes from keeping a list of rules when I could get the robust kind that comes from trusting Christ—God’s righteousness.
 

Do not feel condemned or daunted by this call to righteousness. Remember Jesus said: All things can be done for the one who believes. (Mark 9:23).
The Lord Jesus did not come into the world to look after goodness and righteousness among men, but to bring goodness and righteousness with him, and to bestow them upon persons who have none of them.

Remember the analogy of the vine.  Remember we are the branches. Branches were not designed to produce fruit; they were designed to have fruit produced through them. 

The Holy Spirit powers us/enables us to be righteous.
And finally, a word from Ray Comfort, NZ evangelist: The soldier who has been taught and trained by the same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead will not only have righteousness but will do righteousness.

Let me conclude with a prayer based on Matthew 6:33 & Psalm 51:10
Awesome God, I pray that we do not seek materialistic things nor become tempted by the desires of our flesh. We declare that we will seek first Your kingdom and Your righteousness because we know that everything else that we need or may want will be given to us. We pray that righteousness motivates all of our actions, not self. We pray that You create in us a clean heart and renew the right spirit within us, Amen.
� Christopher Marshall Beyond Retribution 47


� Charles Colson Against the night: living in the dark ages 156


� Samuel Chadwick The Way To Pentecost 69


� Brian Hathaway Beyond Renewal – the Kingdom of God 90


� Charles Stanley The Wonderful Spirit Filled Life 72


� Simon Perris “A Biblical Theology of the Righteous Rich: a response to Wayne Kirkland” Stimulus Vol 11 No. 3 August 2005, pg 41


� Perris, pg 38


� Larry Shallenberger Divine Intention: How God's Work in the Early Church Empowers Us Today 73


� Charles Spurgeon All of Grace 8


� Stanley 59


� Ray Comfort How to Win Souls and Influence People 19





