Advent 1 2025 Hope
[video]
This time of the year, known as Advent, offers an opportunity for spiritual renewal as we await the celebration of Christ's birth and anticipate his Second Coming. 
For those for whom Advent is not part of your church experience, let me explain.
The Advent themes (hope, peace, joy, and love) unfold over the four weeks between today and Christmas Day, guiding our hearts to reflect on the impact of Jesus' birth on us and the world.
Each Advent theme invites us to pause, refocus, and embrace God's promises. The themes help prepare us inwardly, so that we may truly celebrate the arrival of Christ with open and joyful hearts.
Let me expand the four themes: 
Hope – Reflecting on the hope of Christ’s coming, past and future, and God’s promises of redemption.
Peace – Embracing the peace that Christ brings into the world and seeking peace within our hearts and relationships.
Joy – Rejoicing in the anticipation of Jesus' arrival.
Love – Remembering God’s love for humanity in sending his Son and reflecting that love to others.
Today we turn to the first theme of the season – the theme of hope - setting the tone for this period of anticipation and expectation. 
Hope during Advent is rooted in the promises of God, and looks forward to both the celebration of Christ’s birth and his eventual return.
Like the prophets in the Old Testament, we hope for a Messiah to save us from the sin in the world. We anticipate our Savior’s arrival.
Isaiah 9:6-7For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness   from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Jeremiah 23:5 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.

We have this hope which encourages us to trust in God’s plan, even in uncertain times, just as God’s people over the millennia have waited for a Savior in times of hardship.
So, although the focus at this time of the year is the coming celebration of the birth of Jeus – of God breaking into our time and space, the whole life is an Advent season - a season of waiting for the last Advent, for the time when there will be a new heaven and a new earth.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Bonhoeffer , D God is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and First edition 2] 

In Advent, hope reminds us that God is with us and that he has promised a future filled with his presence and peace. 
Psalm 62:5–8 For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him. He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. On God rests my deliverance and my honour; my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us.            

At Advent we light five candles – one each week and one for Christmas Day. 
Lighting the first Advent candle of hope serves as a reminder of the light that Jesus brings to a world in darkness. 
The theme of hope calls us to pray, reflect, and align our hearts with God’s promises, looking forward to the joy of Christ’s arrival at Christmas and his return at the end of time. 
Christ is knocking. It’s still not Christmas, but it’s also still not the great last Advent, the last coming of Christ. 
Our hope is a steadfast trust in God’s faithfulness, seen in verses like Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, give you a future and a hope.” 
We can have hope that God will fulfil the prophecies declared in the Old Testament about Jesus. Hope doesn’t disappoint us (Romans 5:5).
Matthew 1:18-23 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about : His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
If we think of that first Christmas, we remember the story in the Gospel of Luke:
 Luke 2:8–14 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!”

John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

That is the usual message of Christmas – we see it on Christmas cards and hear it in Christmas songs on Christian radio, and because it happens every year, we can become ho-hum about its cosmic significance.
We have become so accustomed to the idea of divine love and of God’s coming at Christmas that we no longer feel the shiver of fear that God’s coming should arouse in us. We are indifferent to the message, taking only the pleasant and agreeable out of it and forgetting the serious aspect, that the God of the world draws near to the people of our little earth and lays claim to us.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Bonhoeffer, 8] 

The God of the universe breaks into our time and space. This is not the birth of just another baby, this is Immanuel – God with us.
Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

It was a supernatural event – the union between God and a human.

Luke 1:30 The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary; God has shown you his grace. 31 Listen! You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of King David, his ancestor. 33 He will rule over the people of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will never end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will cover you. For this reason, the baby will be holy and will be called the Son of God.
Jesus was not born of human mother and father. He was born of the Holy Spirit and a human mother Mary.
If that is not extraordinary, then I do not know what is.
We recognise that the God of the universe who created all things – the holy God, the God of justice has come to earth in human form.
As A W Tozer comments: The awful majesty of the Godhead was mercifully sheathed in the soft envelope of human nature to protect mankind.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Tozer, A W The Knowledge of the Holy  47] 

We look at the picture of the little baby Jesus, and we are filled with love but if we recognise God only as loving, we forget that the Trinity is also just and holy. And conversely, if we concentrate only on divine justice, we might lose the Lamb’s grace in overemphasising the Almighty’s wrath.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Marva Dawn Joy in our Weakness:  170] 

The awesome God deigned to enter our world as a vulnerable baby but let us not forget that same Baby will at the end of time judge everyone.
2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 
The vulnerable baby Jesus is only part of the picture. As we look to God in Jesus coming first 2000 years ago, we also look to the future when Christ returns 
Revelation 19:11-16
11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He [a]had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in [b]fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a [c]sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
That is what Advent is about – the breaking in of God in the form of a baby in his vulnerability at Bethlehem but also Advent is about preparing for the second coming of Christ in all his majesty and power.
This is a time of awe.
The end of times, the second coming of Christ is depicted as scary in popular media and books and films but we do not need to fear Christ’s return, in fact we should celebrate it.
John 5:24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned.
We have hope and not fear for the end of times because we have heard the voice of the Son of God and Jesus tells us that those who hear will live and also those who live righteous lives - those who have done what is good will rise to live.
So, Christmas is a time to celebrate the two joined cosmic events.
We celebrate the breaking into our world of the Son of God – Jesus. 
We celebrate that our names are written in the book of Life
Revelation 3:5 [those] who overcome will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase [their] names from the book of life, and I will confess [their] names before My Father and before His angels.
So often at Christmas time, we forget the second bit of the hope – that of the end of times, but when we do remember, we can have hope for that time, just as we have hope in the first coming of Jesus that we remember at Christmas time.
That is our Christmas advent hope.
	






