The Transforming power of the Holy Spirit
I want us to focus today on a passage in Acts 2
At the time of Jesus’ arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane, the disciples with him fled.
Mark 14:50 And they all left Him and fled. A young man was following Him, wearing nothing but a linen sheet over his naked body; and they seized him. But he pulled free of the linen sheet and escaped naked.
Fear overtook them and they ran away in case they were arrested too..
Fear seems to have characterised the disciples.
Their fear is a recurring theme in the New Testament, reflecting their human frailty and the challenges they faced in following Jesus. They were terrified during the storm on the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 8:23-27) and scattered in fear after Jesus' arrest (Matthew 26:31).
After the death of Jesus, the disciples huddled in the upper room, worried that they too would receive the same punishment as Jesus, praying fervently that they would not suffer like Jesus.
They retreated to an upper room to mourn and discuss their future. They were filled with grief and uncertainty, as they had not yet seen his resurrection. John 14:16-26
In John’s Gospel, we hear that “for fear of the Jewish leaders” (Jn 20:19) after the death of Jesus, the disciples gathered back in the space that Jesus reserved for his last Passover with the Twelve.
In Mark’s Gospel, the Eleven are gathered in the Upper Room, where, we are told, they are “mourning and weeping” (Mk 16:10).
Then the risen Jesus appeared to them and spent 40 days with them.
But after Jesus’ ascension, they once again hid away from the world praying, and wondering just what Jesus meant when he said that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them.
What did Jesus mean when he said “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
Scripture says that “[after seeing Jesus ascend to heaven] they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.
Secretly meeting, keeping away from anything that might hurt them, from the powers who killed Jesus and the community which shunned them as followers of that criminal Jesus.
Then 10 days later came the Day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit fell on the disciples with the rush of wind and tongues of fire, and they began speaking in tongues.

Acts 2:5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? … 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”
Then Peter, who had three times before denied being a follower of Jesus proudly and loudly proclaimed Christ Jesus to the gathered crowds in the streets of Jerusalem and proclaimed the gospel.
He was transformed from a scaredy cat looking after his own skin to one bold with the word of God.
Pentecost transformed the disciples. It was the fullness that made the difference between timidity and joyous sharing, shivering weakness and exultant power. They were jubilantly fearless and hilariously happy.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Samuel Chadwick The Way To Pentecost 119] 

And we see this in the activities of the disciples – their numbers now swelled by 3000 new converts - immediately after, in Acts 2:44
44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
The thing that stands out to me is verse 46:
46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.
Up until the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, they had been scared of being seen in public, for fear of arrest and punishment, then this amazing turn of events – “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts”
That is the lair of the enemy – of the Pharisees and lawmakers and priests and palace guards – the very ones who called for Jesus to be crucified and made sure that he was arrested, tried in a mock trial and killed.
And now the disciples are openly in the courts of the Temple praising God. Bravery or a transformed life?
Boldness because the Holy Spirit now dwelt within them.
And this boldness continued. Later in Acts 3 we see Peter preaching at Solomon’s Porch – an open area on the eastern side of the temple.
And in Acts 4 we read the repercussions of that:


The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day…
The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, [addressed them]
He spoke without trepidation and openly challenged the members of the court to accept Jesus Christ as their saviour.
He lived out what Paul later wrote to Timothy about:
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7).
So, the high court listened to Peter and John
13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. …
18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”
21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because all the people were praising God for what had happened. 
The powers-to-be had killed Jesus to get rid of him and his radical preaching but now they faced Jesus’ spokesmen, who possessed the same courage as their teacher.
Here were ordinary people transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Transformed from people scared of the reaction of the people and those in authority to ones who speak out boldly and without fear.
Peter and John – ordinary fishermen from Galilee suddenly skilfully and eloquently addressing the learned members of the high court. They quoted from and applied Scripture, they preached effectively yet they had not received any formal theological training from recognised teachers. Their speech and clothing identified them as from the uneducated class of Galileans.
But that status did not matter. They had the power of the Holy Spirit residing in them and they were transformed
Jesus said, ‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.’
Few of us have had theological training, few of us come from the ruling classes, we too could be called common folk, but what the Holy Spirit did through these disciples, he can do with and through us.
We too are Jesus’ disciples, and we too have the Holy Spirit residing in us.
Let’s not think that the disciples were in some ways special and therefore could do what we cannot. The disciples were not sinless, but they were remade and given a new ability to follow Jesus to the cross and resurrection. They were empowered by the Holy Spirit, motivated by the love of Jesus and guided by the commands of God.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Jason Hood Imitating God in Christ 111] 

We are not to be surprised when God does the same graduate-level character transformation in us.
This empowerment is not limited to the apostles but extends to all believers, equipping us with spiritual gifts for the edification of the church and the advancement of the gospel.
What will this transformation look like?  It will be an inward transformation of values and character which produces a radical transformation of outward behaviour.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ronald Sider Just Generosity 11] 

We will be new. We will be renewed by the renewing of our minds (Romans 12:2) and from our minds comes our actions.
The phrase "from our thoughts come our actions" emphasizes the profound connection between our mental processes and our behaviours.
Thoughts become words: Our inner dialogue shapes our beliefs and expressions, which in turn influence our actions. Our thoughts are the seeds from which our actions grow, reflecting the intricate relationship between our mental state and our behaviour.
That is why the Bible tells to be transformed by the renewing of our minds, not by us, but by the power of the Holy Spirit working in us.
Also let us remember that transformational spiritual growth rarely happens in isolation. It’s more likely to flourish wherever there are small groups of people who meet in Christ – for a Kingdom purpose – and a willingness to be led by the Holy Spirit.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Sue Pickering “Spirituality”  Refresh Vol 22, number 2 Summer 2021] 

Was Peter by himself in the incidents I have looked at this morning?
Was anyone else present when Peter preached at Pentecost.  The 120 disciples were there. 
Was anyone else present when Peter spoke to the high court. John was with him.
We need each other for encouragement and support when we step out into our transformed lives, to turn our backs on our old behaviours that stem from our old thinking.
We do not do this in our own strength. It is the Holy Spirit who gives power to the church so that it can fulfil his role of reaching the unbelieving and disobedient world around him.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Michael Harper Let My People Grow: ministry and leadership in the church 68] 

The real work of a Church depends upon the power of the Spirit.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Samuel Chadwick The Way To Pentecost 15] 

The Holy Spirit's transformative power is foundational to the Christian faith, enabling us to experience spiritual renewal, growth, and empowerment for a life that reflects the love and righteousness of Christ. Through the Holy Spirit, we are equipped to overcome challenges, bear fruit, and fulfil our calling as witnesses of the gospel.
. . . you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8 (NIV)
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Matthew 28:19-20 (NASB)

	
	



