Advent 2 2025 Peace 
The Advent theme of peace centres on the tranquillity and wholeness that Jesus brings to the world. 
Our second week of Advent theme – peace - reminds us that Christ’s coming is meant to reconcile humanity with God and with one another.
We have lit the second Advent candle and we reflect on the ways Jesus calls us to be peacemakers in our lives, showing kindness, understanding, and forgiveness to others. 
Advent peace encourages us to let go of our anxieties, trusting in God’s love and guidance.   
In Scripture, peace is more than just the absence of conflict—it’s a deep, lasting harmony rooted in God’s presence.
Today we focus on Jesus as the Bringer of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6 foretold the coming of Jesus as the “Prince of Peace,” whose kingdom will bring justice and peace to all who follow him. This is a common Scripture verse to read during the Christmas period. 
Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.
I want to focus on a particular saying of Jesus today. 
Jesus said in John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
Peace! And not peace in the empty way in which the world so often uses the word. It’s the peace that comes through knowing that your sins are forgiven and your guilt is removed. It’s the peace you have when the ruler of the universe is reigning in your heart, when you know you have that place in heaven prepared by God’s grace.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Paterson, A. Opening Up John’s Gospel (p. 126.] 

In a world that seems intent on creating and sustaining chaos, it is important for us to focus on the Prince of Peace – Jesus. 

In a world where currently there are wars and conflicts all over the globe, we desperately need Jesus, the Prince of Peace.

The peace from the world can be fleeting, often based on our circumstances, achievements, or relationships. However, the peace that Jesus gives is rooted in His love, promises, and presence in our lives. It is a deep assurance that calms our hearts and minds, allowing us to face difficulties without being overcome by fear.

As Dr Alexander MacLaren wrote 118 years ago:  


For the individual, Jesus brings peace with God, peace in the else discordant inner nature, of fellowship with God, of self-control, of received forgiveness and sanctifying. For nations and civic communities, he brings peace which will one day hush the tumult of war and burn chariots and all warlike implements in the fire.2 

Jesus came to restore peace in two ways: between us and God and between us and others. 

The first one is about us and God. Knowing Jesus brings us into a restored relationship with God. That is the key role that the bringer of peace does – he restores the relationship between us and God. 
Romans 5:1 says that since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Scripture tells us that once we were far away from God and opposed to him because of our sinful nature. But Jesus came to bring peace between God and us.
We have that peace because our sins are forgiven and the “peace of God” (Phil. 4:7) will guard our lives. The world is unable to give this kind of peace. Fear of death (Heb. 2:14–15) and fear of the future are removed as Jesus’ followers trust in Him. So, we need not be troubled (cf. John 11:33; 13:21; 14:1).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 324] 

Peace refers to wholeness in our relationship with God. We now have a way (through the Spirit) to reach God—not tied down by rituals, sacrifices, or laws—and we have atonement for our sins (Jesus’ death and resurrection), so that we are free to communicate with God and be in His presence.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Faithlife Study Bible (Jn 14:27] 

Jesus is the pathway – the bridge – which enables us to have that restored relationship with God.
Jesus Christ, the perfect lamb of God, has done the impossible work on our behalf through His death on the cross, so that we may have peace with God and others and with ourselves.  

This is borne out by Ephesians 2:14-18 

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

There are three mentions of the word peace in this passage: "He is our peace," speaking of Christ, and He has made peace (Verse 15) and "He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near."  

In these three occurrences of the word peace, we have the apostle Paul's outline of how Christ makes peace, the way he goes about it. Jesus Christ has become a mediator (1 Timothy 2:5, Romans 5:1) and an intercessor (Hebrews 7:25) to God, that all who believe in Him may continue to live in His peace. From this passage of scripture, we are given the model to be bringers of peace as well. 

Through him and in his person, God has established the universal shalom promised in the Old Testament, the reconciliation of all nations. 

We have peace with God, but the other part is peace with others.

Jesus sent out his disciples to bring the same healing and message about the Kingdom to the world in which they moved. He made us a kingdom and priests that our work in the world is to continue to model his alien values in a power grabbing society.

We will best overcome hostility by loving. In Matthew 5:9, We are called to be peacemakers: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

Stanley Jones writes that the kingdom of God belongs to those who are receptive and to the outgoing lovers of others, to the caring, to the intaking and to the outgoing, to the receptive and to the responsive. This fits in with the 2 commandments of loving your neighbour as you love yourself. Loving yourself is the intake and loving your neighbour is the outgo.

John 13:34-25 A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 

We (as a church, and as each one of us) should live out the gospel in peaceful, caring ways that demonstrate the alternative way of life of those who follow Jesus Christ.
 
We should not buy into the rhetoric of the world concerning the solution to conflict being the use of force. In a world that chooses violence, we are to take care to build peace and to be agents of reconciliation wherever possible. 

1 John 4:11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
 
We do not need to resort to hatred or violence.   There is a very important place for us to stand - living with virtues and discerning actions of peace-making and justice building for the sake of whakawhanaungatanga. That is the biblical position. 

[whakawhanaungatanga - the process of establishing relationships, relating well to others]
 
The peaceable kingdom of God can never be brought in by violence. If we want others to know its meaning, we must introduce them to its ruler: the Lamb that was slain.

Our goal in a Christian community is to embrace one another in the unity of love and the bond of peace and exhibit that same peace to the people outside the church whether that is local, national or global. 

Leviticus 19:18 Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people but love your neighbour as yourself. I am the LORD. 

Hebrews 12:14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.




Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

The Rev Ayson Clifford at the end of WW2 wrote in the NZ Baptist magazine stating that “war had become a terrifying experiment, and the only hope was ‘the knowledge of the Prince of Peace” 

The NZ Baptist editor and returned serviceman Bert Whitten, wrote at that time of NZ involvement in the Vietnam War: War was evil, the Vietnam War was particularly evil, and it must stop.
And concluded his article with this: (Still appropriate today I think) 

“What can we do? We should pray for peace. We should pray for the victims of war. We should declare our utter and total opposition to war of any kind, as being something completely inconsistent with the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” 

So, at Advent we remember that at Christmas, the prophecy about the prince of peace was fulfilled. Christ was born.  He made a way for us to have peace with God.

And at the final trumpet call, peace will be restored when Christ returns.
 
2 Thessalonians 3:16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with you all. 

 
Peace on Earth by Jo Anastasiadis  
 
2 voices 
 
Peace on earth, good will to all people! 
Where is the peace, Abba? 
So much strife; so much war: 
Between nations, between tribes, between neighbours,  
within families; within myself. 
You came to bring peace. 
Where is it? 
It’s not fair! 
Where’s their peace? Where’s mine? 
‘Where’s Mine? 
 


I too live with the turmoil and strife of all your choices 
I too feel the pain, grief, agony, horror 
As people are mown down by guns 
As bombs explode, maiming lives, 
As children are killed by a mother’s hand 
As planes plummet from the sky 
As teens become soldiers in hatred 
As you war within yourself. 
I hear the screams 
I feel the wounds that pierce physically and emotionally. 
Do not think I am untouched. 
I am cut to My core by 
every bullet and bomb and knife  
and word of criticism and rejection.’ 
 
Yes, but You are God. 
You can cope with anything. 
I am but mortal! 
 
‘You have Me in you! 
So, you have the strength to make a difference 
in the part of the world I have placed you. 
Bring peace My child where you are. 
Offer a smile instead of a frown. 
Stretch out your hand to help instead of walking by 
Be Me to those around you. 
Take the one step you can. 
Let My Heart guide you. 
Where is My peace, My child? 
In your hands’ 
 
Where do I find peace? 
 
‘On My knee; wrapped in My arms, 
Curled up and held in My heart as 
I cry tear for tear with you. 
A peace that is turmoil and yet peace 
Of a nature and substance you understand not 
A peace within companioning 
A peace that says you are not alone in your turmoil. 

Let’s pray 
 

