Renew Together 2026 Week 2

In Week 2 of our annual appeal supporting our Baptist missionaries working overseas, our theme of building moves from last week’s focus on building lives to this week’s focus on building homes. 

Our key passage is John 14:1-4, where Jesus talks of going to prepare a place, a home, for us. This home is found with him and in him, for all eternity.

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.  My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.

As Jesus prepares a place for us, so we are called to prepare homes for those in need. Jeremiah calls God’s people to “seek the welfare of the city”:

Jeremiah 29:5-8
“Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have
sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that
they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. Also,
seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the
Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”

Jeremiah speaks of settling down, not just temporarily but through the generations.  We have many here who have not experienced such settling down, having to escape war, survive either in a refugee camp or settle in a place where they are not wanted, until finally arriving here, which we hope will be their home for generations.

This year Arotahi (our mission organisation) is building homes – not just houses, but homes.

Together with the Bangladesh Baptist Church Fellowship, Arotahi is building hostels in Bangladesh for children. 

The Bangladesh Baptist Church Fellowship (BBCF) operates 13 school hostels that provide secure, dorm-style accommodation for marginalized and tribal children from remote villages, allowing them to attend government schools. New Zealand Baptists actively support this initiative through Arotahi which partners with BBCF to sponsor and maintain five specific student homes:

[video]

This is a video from Bethlehem Baptist Church in Tauranga about the work of building in Bangladesh.  (When I was training to be a pastor, I was an intern at this church with Pastor Craig Vernall and his wife Michaela)

[video]

As well, Arotahi has started building homes here in Aotearoa, New Zealand for people who face barriers and adversity, including former refugees. These homes will provide safe and stable spaces for people to live and belong. They will be rented at social housing provider rates to ensure affordability. The rent received will contribute to the care of the children in the Bangladesh hostels.

Unfortunately for us down here, the houses are only being built in Christchurch at this time.

Over the decades to come, the value of these local homes will grow, creating a lasting
legacy that will contribute to Arotahi’s future work. 

Consider the question: Are we here building homes that are places of welcome?

Home is more than just a shelter, a place to go, somewhere we call our own or the spot where we mark our turf.

All homes reside within a space and a place that was a gift from God to all humanity before it
was ever a space claimed by specific people or individuals. Our human territoriality too often obscures the scope of God’s gift to us all.

In a world in which so many millions of people have no home, or have been forced from their homes, where so many people refuse to welcome others into the place they call home, and
refuse to acknowledge others’ right to a home, the notion of home and what home means is
under siege.

But home and place matter to God – they matter to the One who chose to make his home
among us. Immanuel means “Christ with us”. God came to reside with us.

Our primary and original home is in God. This is our true home and provides a foundation for
our thoughts about home as a place. 

All other places we find ourselves are places that our gracious God has seen fit to place us or create for us or call us to be.

God has embedded us in a place, called us to be a people in a place, and called us to welcome others to find their home in God, too. God made a home for humanity, for all of us. There is a place for everyone. He made a place for people and then called a people to be a place for others to find a home too.

Our homes can mirror God’s creation of a place for us. God calls us to be open, welcoming and empowering others to find, make, prepare, and create a home. We can be inviting others into belonging, too.

Let’s turn to our passage in John 14:1-14. It is part of Jesus’s farewell message to the disciples, in which he offers encouragement to them to stay the course and reassures them that their efforts will be matched by the Triune God himself [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Edward W. Klink III John: Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the NT, 610] 


The passage reinforces the identity of Jesus and his intimate relationship with the Father. ‘I am’
statements focus on the person and work of Jesus and invite us to reconsider who he is and the scope of what he has done.

The passage tells us that the path Jesus has walked is the one we are to follow. If we have faith in his person and work, we will find our true rest, home and vocation in him.

In verse.1 He meets the disciples where they are and encourages them to replace any fear they
have with confidence in God and in him.[footnoteRef:2] [image: ] [2:  Klink 613] 

There has been lots of debate over what is meant by the ‘house’ and ‘rooms’ metaphor in verse 2, but the focus is actually not on a physical place but on the person – Jesus – because of whom all people will have a place to dwell with God.

None of this denies the reality of a real ‘place’ for the people of God, just that the place is
not an end in itself but an expression of the reality of life in and with God – and each other.

He is not talking about any place beyond this one, but a home, the very home of God, the
Father and the Son, who not only dwell there but prepare it for the children of God.

This ‘house’ belongs to God and to those – only those – who believe in the Son. For this reason, it is a wonderful place, not because of us but because of God; it is a home God prepared for us, a home in which we may be with God.

In verse 4, Jesus says he is going away (to the Father) and that the disciples know the way.
All he has been doing and saying throughout his ministry has been pointing to this.

The disciples still did not understand that ‘the way’ is the cross. The way to the Father is to embrace Jesus as the incarnation of God, the embodiment of God. From this, the disciples will do Jesus’s works and will have an intimate relationship with God.

 Jesus is the way and has shown his disciples how to act on the way.

In verse 5, Thomas speaks for the disciples, representative of their ignorance, telling Jesus: “we don’t know where you are going, still less do we know the way.” They had not made the connection with what Jesus has been doing and proclaiming and what they had to do. 

This entire passage is Jesus preparing his disciples for his departure. The departure to the cross and death for our salvation and his ascension, his final departure, so that the Spirit (Comforter, Counsellor) could come to them.

In verses 6-7 Jesus tells them:
 “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”

The way is not a what or a where but a who – Jesus – and therefore is closely linked to truth and life. The answer isn’t abstract but is explicitly about Jesus and his person.

Jesus is the one who reveals what is real in this world and what is true about God.

When we see Jesus, we see the Father. And the Father and Son (by the Spirit) invite the disciples (and us) to share in their perfect union as children of God.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Klink 619] 



The theologian NT Wright writes: “The truth, the life, through which we know and find the way, is Jesus himself: the Jesus who washed the disciples’ feet and told them to copy his example, the Jesus who was on his way to give his life as the shepherd for the sheep.... Only when the church recovers the nerve to follow Jesus in his own mission and vocation, I suspect, will it be able to recover its nerve fully in making the claim of verse 6.”[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  N. T. Wright John for Everyone: Part Two, 60] 


In verses 8-9 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 9 Jesus replied: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?

Jesus’s rebuke shows that he expects those who have been with him a while to know him
and recognise his work, his methods, his mission – and expected them to have known Jesus’s connection with his Father through their participation in God’s work.

The emphasis here is on the manifestation of the Father by the Son. “In the person of Jesus, the Father could not have been more fully made known or shown.”[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Klink 620] 


In verses10-12 Jesus says “Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.

Jesus points to the works of God as further proof and states that those who believe in him will do the works that he does “and even greater works than these.”

As Jesus goes to prepare a place for us, we too are called to participate in this work (John 14:12). 

Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.

The works to come will be greater because they will be works of the risen and exalted Christ,
who, through the gift of his Spirit, will work through these same puzzled disciples questioning
him now.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Klink 624] 


Interestingly, Scripture tells us that he will reside in us. We become God’s holy temple. In the minds of the OT people, the Temple was a place where God resided, and now it was saying we are his temple. 

1 Cor 3:16-17“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple
is holy, and you are that temple.” 



NT Wright explains: “The point about the Temple, within the life of the people of Israel, was that it was the place where heaven and earth met. Now Jesus hints at a new city, a new world, a new ‘house’. Heaven and earth will meet again when God renews the whole world. At that time there will be room for everyone.”[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Wright 58] 


Today is Pentecost and that event was the dawn of a new Temple consisting of living men, women and children indwelt by the Spirit of God, for the purposes of praise and prayer and prophecy.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  G Campbell Morgan The Spirit of God  134-135] 

	
The book of Hebrews continues the theme that we are house built by God, in which he resides

Hebrews 3:1-6
3 Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. 2 He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 3 Jesus has been found worthy of greater honour than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honour than the house itself. 4 For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 5 “Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,” bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the future. 6 But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory.

We are God’s house. He is the “builder and owner”. Moses was a servant in the house, but Jesus, the Son, owns it. He has us his own and promised his presence with us.

The Temple as God’s house is now more than the building – it is the people – it is us. And God resides in us.  The community of Jesus’s followers is now the house that God chooses to dwell in. All who belong to Christ belong to the house of God.

Let me close with the question I asked earlier:

Are we building a home that is a place of welcome both to Jesus and to others?
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Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God ; believe also in me.     


