Renew Together 2026 week 1

Renew Together is a period of 3 weeks each year when we think of our Baptist missionaries serving in India, Bangladesh and South East Asia.  It is a time to think about missions, and also, as a church, to support the missionaries in our prayers and with our finances.

God is renewing the world, in our neighbourhood, in Aotearoa, and to the ends of the earth. Together, we are invited to build with God. 

The question we are left with is this: “ how will we say Yes to this invitation?

1 Co 3: 9-11 For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder, I laid a foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care how to build on it. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.

Each year Arotahi (our mission organisation) gives each person in Baptist churches in NZ something to remind them of our partnership with our missionaries.  This year it is a key ring for you to keep.

[video clip]

This week, we focus on what it means to say “yes” to God’s mission and to be a part of building life and we focus on the story of Mary, the mother of Jesus, and how her “yes” to God shaped the whole of her life. 

When she said “yes”, she did not know where her response would lead, but her faithfulness to the work of the Holy Spirit bore life and transformation for her, her neighbours and to the ends of the world. 

This invites a question for our faith communities and us: “What is our “yes” to God? 

God first said “yes” to us through the act of creation: by giving us life and the blessing of His presence and Spirit. 

Our “yes” to God is always a response to what God is already doing. 

Whether we have said “yes” in the past or whether this is our first time, our response is 
always in the present tense. It is worked out and lived out each day through our decisions, 
motives, comments and actions. 

As we think of Mary today, we turn to the Gospel of Luke and read about the angel visiting Mary. Imagine that scene. Mary is standing before the angel 



Luke 1:26-33 In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Mary responds: “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”  This is her “Yes.” 

Mary was not famous nor well-known; not powerful nor influential, not a leader. Yet God 
calls her into his work. She receives his grace solely because of God’s kindness[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Darrell L. Bock Luke 1:1-9:50: pg 111 ] 


Mary’s “Yes” was a small one, unheard and unheralded by the trendsetters and movers and 
shakers of her world. Her task was unique only in that it was the Messiah she was carrying 
beneath her heart. Her call was to bear and raise a child, as many women have through the ages.  

She calmly and humbly submitted to the will of God. 

She offered herself and trusted that God is with her and would do as Gabriel said he would. 

Her ‘Yes’ did not just signify compliance but also showed the trust she had in God. 

Mary confidently trusted that nothing was impossible for God, even if it could seem so to her. 

She did not prevaricate, question, negotiate, hedge her bets or “lay a fleece”. Her God 
had a task he was calling her to undertake, and she responded in humble obedience. 

Mary is a symbol of faithfulness, obedience and belief. Although the announcement 
was a surprise, she was ready. She was primed and prepared to say ‘Yes’.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Megan McKenna Mary: Shadow of Grace, 34] 


Mary did not know where her “Yes” would take her. She knew who was asking, and she knew she could trust in the one doing the asking, but where exactly the road would lead, she could not tell. 

She knew her “yes” was dangerous. She said to the angel: “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” She knew the penalty for bearing a child out of wedlock was death by stoning. But she said yes.


Mary’s “yes” was a lifelong response. It drove her to visit Elizabeth, to give birth in 
Bethlehem, to become a refugee in Egypt, to return to Nazareth and raise her son, to go to 
the Canaan wedding, to the wilderness, and then on to Jerusalem. Her response took her to 
many people and to many places. 

Mary’s ‘Yes’ had a flow-on effect to others, allowing them to say ‘Yes’ to God as well. They answered Yes to God’s call upon their lives and they did so by saying Yes to Mary: 

Think of her betrothed fiancé Joseph 

Matthew 1:18-25 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

He listened and he believed what he heard and stayed with Mary. 

24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

His answer to the call of God was “Yes” to God and to Mary. 

Think of her older cousin Elizabeth, pregnant with John the Baptist in her old age. 

She accepted what God was doing in her own life and looked around to see what else she could do. She saw God at work in Mary and welcomed her into her home. 

(Luke 1:42-45) When she saw Mary, Elizabeth exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

Think of the old people in the Temple, when Jesus was brought there at 8 days old:  Simeon and Anna.

Simeon affirmed God’s promise to Mary and offered her encouragement that she was doing the right thing. 

(Luke 2:34-35) Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

Anna publicly vindicated Mary and Joseph and gave thanks to God for what he was doing through the couple and through their child. 

38 At that moment she came and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

Mary and her “yes” shaped her life and the lives of those around her, always pointing them towards Jesus.

Mary was the mother of the saviour. She was God’s servant. 

She highlights one key to discipleship: it is only in the service of God that one finds true liberation and fulfilment. In acting as the Lord’s servant and trusting in his word and acting on it, she becomes most fully herself. 

Will our ‘Yes’ allow such a flow-on effect? 

I was flicking through Youtube as I thought about this topic, and I found that someone had recorded a café church testimony from Thames Baptist Church and put it on Youtube. It was the testimony of a friend of mine, Elizabeth Jones from Thames, who is now 87 years old. She was a missionary with NZBMS in Tripura, India, between 1960–1971 and 1997–1999.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqzENl3JRj4&t=645s] 


Her fellow missionary, also a friend of mine, now passed away, Ollie Pound is also on Youtube recording her experience in India as a medical missionary in Tripura, India from 1953 to 1966.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjM1MUoIECw] 


Their ‘Yes’ has inspired a long whakapapa of those who have since said yes to God and followed through with conviction and commitment.  

What is your “Yes”? What is God calling you to? Who is He calling you to support? How will 
you do this?

Let me read a little about our missionary work from the NZ Baptist website:

“Through NZBMS, we’ve been working globally for 135 years with incredible support from many generous and sacrificial Kiwis.

1885 saw our very first global worker, Rosalie MacGeorge from Dunedin journeyed to British India (present-day Bangladesh) to partner with and serve many Bengali groups. 

In 1931, NZ Baptists were invited into Tripura by the Maharaja, where many of our team served faithfully until 1973.

NZ Baptists have also served in DRC when it was Zaire, Papua New Guinea, Irian Jaya (West Papua) in Indonesia, Malaysia, the Solomon Islands, France, Fiji, Hong Kong and Macau.

I think we worked in the capital of Zaire, Kinshasa.

Currently, our missionary work takes place in South Asia, East Asia and Southeast Asia.
In partnership with local believers, we serve Christ and communities through evangelism and discipleship, business, education, leadership development, community development, medical work, training, and tent-making. We’re proud, says the website,  of the mutual transformation that our current, and so many past, global workers have been a part of. And we give glory to God for leading and providing.

Another way God has been leading us is in our relationship with Māori–a covenant partnership that offers great hope and excitement for us as people on mission.”[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  https://baptist.nz/resources/reaching-the-world-nzbms/] 


As New Zealand Baptists we have said “yes” to the ongoing partnership with Christians in 
Bangladesh, India, across Asia, with Māori in Aotearoa, and with people in other parts of the 
world. Some of those who have said “yes” have now passed away. However, their “yes” still 
encourages us to respond and give our “yes” to the ongoing work. 

Our work and relationships are for the long haul. We long to see gospel renewal in all places 
and for all people. This doesn’t happen quickly; it takes the response and work of many 
generations. 

This week, as we reflect on Mary’s “yes” and the “yes” of people committed to the work, we 
ask: What is your yes to God? What is our yes? Perhaps this “yes” looks like going short or 
long term with a team. Whatever it looks like, God is doing the building, breathing life into all people and places, and we are invited to join.

Let’s hear from 2 missionaries about their work. For security reasons, we cannot name them or the place where they are working

[video]

The challenge from the video is what will be our “Yes”. 

We cannot use the excuse of age when we consider our “yes”.  Mary was a teenager; Moses was 80 years old. Joshua led the people into the Promised Land right up until he died at 110 years old.

I wonder what other excuse we could offer that prohibits us from saying “yes”? 

Our work?  Friends of my mum and dad were Don and Gloria Dalziell.  He was a doctor, yet left his practice here and went to Bangladesh.

We have children?  So do many of the Baptist missionaries working in Kolkata and Bangladesh.

Joshua said “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”.   (Joshua 24:15)

Maybe we are not called to go into the Asian mission field.

It may be that we are called to become prayer warriors for our missionaries, regularly praying for their needs and divine encounters, whilst staying in NZ

It may be that we are called to regularly financially support the work of Arotahi, to support the missionaries in the field.

It may be that New Zealand is your mission field.  It may be that God has brought you from Africa and called you to be a missionary to New Zealand. We definitely need missionaries here.

What will your “yes” be? And what will it look like?

Let’s pray


